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4Imn, with its deserted Plaza de Isabel II. Reyna
Constitueional, its narrow and gloomy streets, its houses,
faced with wooden balconies, on two or three stories,
often with rails of wood, like bannisters, in front, the
roofs projecting their penthouses, so as nearly to touch,
in the middle of the street, thus assisting to keep off
the sun.   The ground-floor is usually an empty space
used as a hall of passage to the staircase, or lumber-
room, but its windows are strongly barred; and over
the door is often a coat-rof-anns carved in stone, a relic
of Spanish .pride.   Ladies, with mantillas, and fans, are
seen gliding along the shady side, to mass, and gentle-
men, in- long cloaks, though the weather is hot to
suffocation, the sky without a cloud*   The churches,
of which I entered one or two, were not very remark-
able for size or architecture, but the altars are most
splendid and gaudy; architectural facades of golden
pillars, architraves, &c. serving as frames to mediocre
pictures or bas-reliefs.  The shops in these smaller towns,
contain only the very commonest and coarsest articles,
and the whole stock might generally go into a donkey's
pannier.
* On our way from Irun, we had to cross a high pass;
for though the name of Pyrenees, ceases at the western
extremity of France, the raotmtaln chain stretches
onwards to the extremity of Gallicia, sending down
numerous branches to the sea. On the ascent we had
a fine view of the town of Fuentarabia, famed in
romance; and after traversing the defiles and crossing-
the mountain summits, passing near a very remarkable,
and picturesque rock of granite, called "The Four
Crowns," we descended on the opposite side, into another
valley, in which lies Hernani, another^small town, near
which, many battles occurred, and the Legion, sustained
one m6st severe defeat, being surprised, and cut off by
the Oarlists, who occupied the pass behind, and before,
as well as the sides of the mountains. The field now
waves with a green 'sea, of most luxuriant maize,